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Preface

Approximately 780 million and 2.4 billion
people are deprived from safe drinking water
and basic sanitation respectively; which is
more than 32% of total world population.
Despite significant progress, 610 million
people of South Asia still practice open
defecation and more than 134 million people
are still deprived from safe drinking water. At
present 68-84% sources of safe drinking
water are polluted (prime reasons of
pollution are iron, arsenic contamination and
salinity etc.) and school attendance of
adolescent school girls during a certain time
of the month is significantly decreasing due
to inadequate water supply, sanitation and
lack of menstrual hygiene management.

Lack of safe drinking water and safe
sanitation facilities poses a serious threat to
the future development of Bangladesh.
Currently, our country has 36% and 46% of
children under age 5, suffering from
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malnutrition and stunting respectively.
Research says, safe drinking water can help
decreasing 24% and safe sanitation can
decrease 9% of stunting. Apart from this,
around 70 million people are climate affected
in Bangladesh, of who many are living in
coastal area. Due to ongoing sea level rising,
salinity infiltration and arsenic contamination
on ground level, the sources of safe drinking
water with affordable market price are at risk
now.

Water is one of the basic human rights of
human being and most important resource
as a single product. Water is essential for
human lives and public health, economic
development, food security, poverty
reduction and sustainable environmental
development. To strengthen the right to
water for coastal people, Second Coastal
Water Convention has been jointly organized
on 1 & 2 August 2019 by the organizations
working in these coastal areas at Khulna
University.
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Identified issues in two days
long 2™ Coastal Water
Convention 2019

Adverse effects of climate change, unplanned and
commercialized shrimp cultivation in saline water
are badly affecting the environment, water situation
specially the sources of safe drinking water! A trend
of commercial utilization of the ponds owned by
government and non- government agencies/ private
owners, is being noticed. As a result, sources of safe
drinking water is decreasing and suffering of coastal
people for water is increasing. Despite country’s
significant success in its journey to zero open
defecation, a major portion of population is still
habituated to defecate in open places. But,
representatives of Bangladesh Government had
claimed that both the areas are addressed properly
and necessary measures have been taken to
minimize the challenges. On the other hand, these
coastal areas are being affected by cyclones and
other natural disasters are increasing in quite
regular basis, that it is bringing sustainability of the
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embankments of these areas under great risk. As a
result, new and more areas are being flooded with
saline water. But, the country is yet to see adequate
allocation in national budgets for the betterment
coastal area even these go through these
unfavorable situations constantly. Department of
Public Health Engineering (DPHE) is lack of adequate
human resources for coastal areas. Investment of
non-government sector is significantly low to solve
the water and sanitation crisis. Number of initiatives
for climate adaptable agricultural extension is also
not meeting the demand.

Invitees in the convention discussed about special
allocation of government to solve the water crisis
and assured about it’s soonest implementation.
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All kinds of development plans for coastal areas should be developed
considering water as a ‘basic element’ instead of only a ‘resource’
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To reduce existing water crisis, a separate policy and work plan should be formed
considering the sensitive environmental situation of mentioned area in a long
term basis so that the present and future generations get sustainable benefits.
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Existing laws and practices of leasing the natural and District Administration
owned water bodies for surface water should be amended and preserved as the
sources of drinking water, agricultural irrigation, household works etc. Relevant

and necessary law, act and policy should be formed in this regard and
implementation of those policy should be ensured under an integrated
management of respective ministry of government
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A detail and sustainable work plan should be initiated considering the integrated
and overall water management in coastal area, tidal flow, environment and
surroundings, biodiversity, lives and livelihood of coastal people, culture and
tradition. Necessary human resources should be engaged and active participation
of local people will have to be ensured to implement the plan.
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Nature of water flow and environmental as well as climate change facts
should be taken into consideration while building all kind of infrastructures in
these areas.
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Effective measures should be taken by Local Government Division (LGD) for ensuring
safe drinking water supply in these rural areas. Considering the disasters these areas
are continuously affected by, more than adequate allocation should be ensured in
national budget. DPHE should increase the capacity of human resource through
increasing it. Union and village level WATSAN committee and capacity building of
caretakers of water sources should be under the direct supervision of DPHE.
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Manmade water logging and initiative to preserve saline water sources should
be completely stopped and necessary government initiatives will have to be
ensured to protect drinking water sources from saline water pollution. Water-
focused unplanned commercialization; specially shrimp cultivation should be
stopped.
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River flow should be free and swamp and canals should have a fluent and clear
connection with rivers to prevent water logging.
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A ‘Parliamentary CAUCUS Group’ should be formed consisting 14 Members
of Parliament of Khulna, Shatkhira and Bagerhat, who will continue
discussion in parliament as well as other relevant networks for effective
solution to coastal water crisis.
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Initiatives and necessary measures should be taken to bring the poor people of
coastal areas under sanitation coverage. Program should be planned and
implemented to discourage open defecation. Allocation for toilet should be
increased by Union Parishad for poor and extreme poor people. Access to low
price sanitation should be available.
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Non-government organization should take one step ahead to deal with this
coastal water and sanitation crisis. Business organizations working in coastal
areas should allocate budget for water and sanitation as part of their Corporate
Social Responsibilities (CSR).
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‘Feacal Sludge Management’ should be emphasized to protect water sources
and environment from pollution.
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Above all, a coordination team should be formed consisting State
representatives, government, non-government sectors to protect water and
surrounding environment. Through this team proper plan should be developed
and effective measures should be taken for its implementation.
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